DIXIC s Ghost Towns |

Hauntmg tales of true H:e Pioncers

1es come to mind
think of ghost towns. -
e two tall, slender
facing each other holding

50 paces apart, the high

. dust carrying on the wind. Others

__may conjure up visions of old, dirt-

meared prospectors panning for
old.

‘only by the structures that

“The gold rush was over
y the time he made it back to the
ted States, so he made his way
Silver Reef to mine silver imm:ad.

sun blazing in the bright sky,

Eight and-a half years after he goton

the boat to California, the family had a

reunion in Silver Reef,” says Clark.
The family thrived in Silver Reef.

Their eldest son, Henry Clifford e
becameagreatcardplayer backthen' :

called a maverick. One December

night in 1878, in the midst of a poker .

game, Clark and another man accused

< ~_ one another of being cheats. Stories
thetmthis,aghosttownis o

_ regarding what happened next differ,

~_ but according to “Silver, Sinners and
aﬂdbythe memories and
ts  and Morris Shirts, “...each of the men

‘Saints,” written by Paul Dean Proctor

accused the other ofchcating, drew
their pistols and simultaneously shot .

each other thrmxgh the heart.”
.~ Local historian Bart Anderson
_ explains that people were very
_ superstitious in those days. Clark
~_was a Catholic, andsincetheplayers :
couldn’tproveforsnreﬂmathehad .

~ three generations and is still being
_ used in David Clark’s family today.
~ Because David isn’t the oldest in his

family hewasnamedDavldLynn.

the way his family tells itis a litle
: diﬁerent.Theycomendtbattheman: <
who killed Henry Clifford Clark was .

bﬂ Wendg F_:PPs

been cheating, they couldn t take the
money. Rumor has it that the moncy

‘was given to his mother, who sent it

to St. Louis to purchase a statuesque

grave marker and wmught iron fence .

for his grave.

~ Clark’s youag&t brother v in
deatly, and named his first son David

Clifford Clark, a name that stuck for

shot dead about an hour later rather
than during a poker game. ‘His father

~ was questioned about the death, and
_‘v@ﬁl_ehedklntadmitgqﬂt,hemcrcly
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